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Dakota Thunder
by Cherie Roshau
36 x 45
Acrylic on Canvas
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Cherie Roshau
was born and raised in rural
Montana, and now lives in
Dickinson, North Dakota, with
her husband, Ken. The couple
has three grown children: Elise,
Heidi, and Brant, as well as
seven grandchildren. Cherie
studied art and education
and lived most of her adult
life living on the edge of the
mysterious badlands, which
Theodore Roosevelt referred to
as his healing place.
Cherie Roshau

Photo by: Elise Luquette of Pyrotek Special
Her artistic inspiration is rooted
Effects, Inc.
in the environment and its
visual stimulation including
the diversity of the people who call North Dakota home. She began
with graphite and oil painting and evolved into acrylic, graphite pencil,
watercolor, and colored pencil. Cherie has a deep appreciation for the rich
texture in nature and the colors embedded in the earth, as represented in
her piece Majestic Bison at Sunset.

The daily experiences that surround her life, whether it is human
interaction, animals, or Mother Nature, emphasize the essence of her focus
as she studies the blank canvas. Cherie’s art is her voice, creating ideas
and feelings for the viewers. It is Cherie’s hope that you hear her voice
through her art.

Majestic Bison at Sunset
22 x 28
Acrylic/Mixed Media
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Our Heritage

Shows Every Day in Our Galleries
By David Borlaug, President

E

very now and then we are asked about our nonprofit status, as an art
gallery, since we also sell art. Simply put, we are both an art museum
AND a retail gallery, in a unique blending of the two worlds.
Our mission statement, “Celebrating History, Art, and Culture!” is met
every day with remarkable exhibitions in not only our downtown Bismarck
gallery, but in Medora and downtown Fargo. As we attract thousands of
visitors to our special places each year, a tiny percentage take home an
original work of art. The vast majority enjoy what they see, in the moment,
through our presentations.
Our experience with a holiday gallery in Bismarck’s Kirkwood Mall recently
reinforced our vital role in exposing as many people as possible to the
world of fine art. Every day that we had artists demonstrating, mall
shoppers would congregate on the other side of the plate glass windows,
gazing in amazement at what was being created in front of them. For
many, it was the first time they had ever witnessed an artist at work!
The “history” part of our mission reflects our heritage, creating a world
class museum with the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center, nearly 25 years
ago. The very first visitors to the Center experienced the incredible art of
Swiss artist Karl Bodmer on display. We determined from the beginning to
use “art as interpretation” in telling the rich stories of our cultural heritage.
In time, we assembled a world-class collection of the art of Bodmer,
George Catlin, and contemporary artists Michael Haynes, Vern Erickson,
and Michael Westergard, now owned by the people of North Dakota,
through North Dakota Parks and Recreation.
Now, with the current exhibition Into the West, showing how 20 artists
present their view of the American West, we are coming full circle with our
mission, and important purpose. Thank you for supporting us along the
way. Together, we are indeed celebrating.
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Fine Art, Finest People
Marci Narum, Vice President

T

he original artwork donning the walls and pedestals of The Capital Gallery
is some of the finest you will find in North Dakota and perhaps the country,
but finer still, are the people behind these amazing works.
I still have much to learn about the world of fine art, but more than half my
life and career has been a daily practice of listening to people and sharing
their stories, getting to the heart of their purpose and what inspires them.
Spending time with the artists that we represent at The Capital Gallery
deepens my appreciation for original art, as I hear them describe their
earliest memories of sketching and painting, the mentors who nurtured their
curiosity and desire, and the process of discovering a technique that would
eventually become their signature style.
Nearly 20 artists are featured in our winter exhibition Into the West, and I
had the privilege of interviewing four, all from North Dakota.
Vern Erickson is a Bismarck artist inspired by the famed western artist
Charlie Russell of Great Falls, Montana. Vern has been painting for 71 years.
A humble, mostly self-taught artist, Vern told me, “I’m a traditional western
artist, I paint the realistic, but not like a photograph. My edges aren’t sharp,
and I don’t make them sharp, but where I want the viewer’s eye to focus, I’ll
make it sharp.”
You can enjoy my
conversation with Vern,
along with interviews
with Kaye Burian of
Manning, Walter Piehl of
Minot, and Cherie Roshau
of Dickinson on The
Capital Gallery YouTube
channel and Facebook
page. You will find other
artist interviews there as
well. They are some of
the finest people you will
meet—living, breathing,
masterpieces among us.

Sculptor James McCulloch and Marci place his bronze
Time of the Hunter on display.
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Did You
Know

?

The Capital Gallery
has a YouTube Channel
Please subscribe (it’s FREE!) and help us reach a minimum of 100
subscribers, which will make it easier for people to find us.
As a subscriber, you will receive notifications with each new video
release featuring one of our artists.
Our inaugural artist vignettes included:

Britta Anderson

Linda Donlin

Bob Matz

Nicole Gagner

NEW THIS MONTH:
Kaye Burian
Vern Erickson
Cherie Roshau
Walter Piehl
You can also follow The Capital
Gallery on Facebook and Instagram.
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Marci interviews Vern Erickson
for an artist vignette

Enjoy a Manhattan
at Pirogue Grille

Fine Food and Drink
Abound Near Our
Galleries
David Borlaug, President

W

hile we tantalize your sense of art and
culture in our galleries, we know that more
sustains us, in particular food and drink! Here
are my personal favorites, all within walking
distance of our three galleries. Enjoy!

Medora
(check for seasonal openings)
Theodore’s in the storied Rough Riders Hotel
is a white tablecloth class act experience.
Following an exquisite cocktail, enjoy fine wine
with your dinner, with bison osso bucco and
walleye among the favorites. The salads are
delectable, but the lobster bisque typically
wins out for me. Come for the food, but you’ll
love the five-star service provided by servers
coming from across the USA and around the
world. Desserts are required before departure.
Enjoy the charm of Historic Medora in the
Little Missouri Saloon and Dining Room

established in 1883. Draft
beers and whiskey are
appropriate options and
won’t disappoint. Whether in
the main floor bar or upstairs
dining room, you’ll find a full
menu, from steaks, burgers,
seafood, and chicken.
Personal favorite is the
salmon, which, along with
all entrees, arrives with your
choice of salad and sides.
Boots Bar & Grill offers
a lively mix of locals and
visitors, all enjoying many
satisfying options. The ribs
are heavily favored, along
with steaks and burgers,
however their pineapple
glazed rotisserie chicken is a
tasty choice. Bartenders will
mix you a mean cocktail in a
Modern Old West tradition,
including my favorite
Manhattan.

Tip:

Try either the fresh
walleye fish or chicken
baskets for incredible
value, but tasty and filling!

An exciting addition
to Medora’s food and
drink scene is Medora
Uncork’d, done up in the
classic California wine bar
format. Enjoy tasty bites,
choose from an intriguing
selection of wines, beer, or
mixed drinks. Rumors are
circulating of a weekend
Bloody Mary bar at this yearround establishment
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Directly across the street from The
Capital Gallery West, stop in at
Hidden Springs Java, where Lisa and
staff will fix you up with lattes, fruit
smoothies, or fresh coffee straight.
Her little gift shop is a bonus,
along with delightful service and
conversation, either at the window or
inside.

Bismarck
Up and down 4th Street, you’ll find
variety, with our friends at Pirogue
Grille serving up award-winning fare
with a focus on fresh, locally sourced
ingredients. Enjoy an expertly handcrafted cocktail and select wine from
an expansive listing to complement
dinner. Following an appetizer or two
(pot stickers are exceptional) nightly
features typically include impeccably
fresh seafood, beef, or pasta, with the
scallops in fenugreek cream curry
sauce a personal favorite off the
menu. And you must succumb to the
tempting desserts.
On the west side of 4th, seek out The
Toasted Frog for a classic downtown
vibe that features a full (and long)
bar serving up cocktails, draft beers
and wines from an impressive list.
Nightly features often include filet
mignon, seafood, or pasta, but
start your evening with their worldfamous cheesy fried pickles or
lavosh (cracker bread served up with
interesting cheeses and toppings).
Count on meeting someone you
know or make a new friend in the
cordial atmosphere.
Right across the street from The
Capital Gallery, you can’t miss Brick
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Oven Bakery. Find a variety of
freshly baked bread, but you’ll die for
the vast array of pastries, all done in
the French patisserie fashion. Daily
lunch specials are always scratch–
made soups and sandwiches to rival
a Paris boulangerie.

Fargo
You’ll find The Capital Gallery’s
eastern presence ensconced within
Curated by Trever Hill Design,
an interior design showroom on
Roberts Alley downtown. Three
doors down, find Beer & Fish
Company, and step into a coastal
seafood experience. A large
offering of draft beers, including
local brews, match up nicely with
multiple options of fish and chips
and killer appetizers, including crab
cakes, calamari, shrimp cocktail, and
oysters on the half shell. But don’t
overlook the dill clam chowder!
Mezzaluna is a bustling fine dining
experience, where you may find
culinary adventures whether
seated in the lively bar or exquisite
dining room. Cocktails are carefully
crafted by expert mixologists, who
will remember your favorite when
you become a regular. The kitchen
sends out Old World classics with a
Midwestern twist, from hand-made
pastas to filets, bison, duck and
squash lasagna. Starters, whether
enjoyed in the bar or preliminary to
dinner, are show-stoppers.
Whichever of our galleries you
visit, count on a culinary adventure
to enhance your art and culture
experience!

Ending
Continuum
T

he opening reception for
Bob Matz’s art exhibition
Continuum was delayed last
October, and the gallery
closed for about a week after
Covid exposure. But we did
manage to pull together two
smaller receptions on back-toback evenings in November
with a limited number of
guests, about 25 in attendance
each night. The exhibition
was up through the end of
December, and we sold several
of Bob’s pieces. A selection
of his pyrography works is
now on display in The Capital
Gallery West in Medora.

Jessie Johnson, Senior VP, Plains
Commerce Bank — Sponsor of Continuum

Jessie and Marci visit with gallery board
member Dr. Steve Hamar

Bob Matz explains his pyrography technique
during the opening reception
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Kirkwood
Mall Holiday
Gallery
a Big Hit!
W

ith our nonprofit mission
of bringing art to as
many people as possible,
our board of directors
agreed with a plan to
open a holiday gallery in
Kirkwood Mall in Bismarck,
from Thanksgiving to
Christmas, and we were
very pleased and excited
with the response!
Ensconced within a
former Verizon store at
a busy intersection of
mall traffic, featuring
plate glass all around, we
were able to showcase a
variety of artists, who also
demonstrated throughout
the month-long period.
Linda Donlin and Nicole
Gagner were regulars,
demonstrating their
distinctive and expressive
art forms, while Bob Matz
made an appearance as
well. Hundreds of people
likely enjoyed watching
them paint, often from
outside the glass walls.
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We asked our artists for
their feedback on the
monthlong venture, and
Nicole replied, “The Capital
Gallery is making beautiful
things happen in the
community and nothing
makes me happier!”
Linda Donlin

demonstrating

Both she and Linda
received many inquiries on continued art
outreach from us, especially painting lessons,
and we’re excited about those prospects. Linda
put in the most hours demonstrating, and she
was thrilled with the response from visitors,
many of whom were watching art created for
the first time.
We are indebted to an anonymous sponsor,
who covered our rental costs for the month,
and grateful to board member Jane Morrow,
who provided us lovely Christmas trees,
decorations and valuable advice from her
experience as a retail director.
Linda and Nicole both related how many
people expressed their wish that we could
remain in the mall, or at least return next
holiday season. They also heard, over and
over, a request that we do more artist
demonstrations and offer classes. All of that is
valuable input for us, and we’re looking at many
options in the coming months.

Fond Gallery Farewell
to Codi Ann Miller
T

he Capital Gallery
said farewell to
marketing and
communications
director Codi Miller
in December, after
she had served us
the past three years
in that role. She will
be missed and we
wish her the very
best with a very
bright future.
Among her last
accomplishments
for the gallery was
helping come up
with the concept
for our holiday
Codi Miller
gallery in Kirkwood
Mall, and getting
it set up and running. Throughout her time with us, she also took the
lead on staging each art exhibition in the gallery, both in Bismarck
and Medora. Her flair and sense of style made a great impression on
thousands of visitors. Good luck, Codi!

Part Time Staff Shines for Us
We were fortunate to rely on longtime part time staffer Judith Hammer
during the seven-day-a-week obligation of the mall gallery and so happy
to have been joined by two more wonderful workers, Sommer Hunke
and Sarah Carlson.
Marci and David made certain that the doors were open and closed
every day, but it was these staffers who made this new venture possible.
Good people make good things possible!
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Gallery Column Now Appearing
in River + Ranch Magazine
A

new element of The Capital
Gallery Society’s nonprofit
mission of “Celebrating History, Art,
and Culture!” has been launched
with a regular column in one of
western North Dakota’s premier
magazines, River + Ranch.
Written by David Borlaug and Marci
Narum, the column, “Art is Life, Life
is Art,” explores the joy of bringing
original art into your home, and
how transformative it can be in
your life.
The inaugural feature, appearing
in the February/March issue of the
magazine, showcases a Bismarck
home that is graced by seven
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Walter Piehl paintings. The owner
loves the color and expressiveness
that are hallmarks of Piehl’s rodeoinspired paintings.
Future columns will explore the
various art forms, and how they may
be integrated into any lifestyle, from
opulent homes to small apartments.
As one of our advisors has stressed
to us, “you are teaching people the
value of owning original art.”
Look for River + Ranch, and its
companion publication, Bismarck
Magazine, available in a thousand
locations throughout central and
western North Dakota or pick up a
copy in The Capital Gallery.

Gallery’s Work Featured
in New Dakota Digital Review
T

he Capital Gallery
received notable
attention in an allnew periodical,
Dakota Digital Review,
published by the North
Dakota University
System.
While the magazine
creatively focuses on
the world of high tech,
and how North Dakota’s
universities are focusing
more and more on this
important field, from
software development
to the all-important
issues of cyber security,
the gallery is featured
with an emphasis
on how art is being
conveyed to owners
often with the use of
digital technology.
In the feature, Gallery
president David Borlaug
relates how paintings
and bronzes have been
sold after being posted
on social media, often
eliciting an interested
potential buyer’s inquiry
which typically is
followed up by texting
additional images, with
a sale then completed.

The gallery’s recent Bob Matz exhibition is
included in the story, along with impressive
images of the works of Walter Piehl, Jessica
Wachter, Fritz Scholder, and Patrick Shannon.
If you would like a copy of the magazine, stop
in the gallery or contact us at 701-751-1698,
and we’ll get one to you!
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New Artists N

Included in
“Into the West”
at The Capital
Gallery

early 20 artists are represented
in The Capital Gallery’s newest
exhibition, “Into the West,” featuring
an array of western Americana
paintings and bronzes.
Two new artists are introduced
with the show, longtime Dickinson
art educator and painter Cherie
Roshau; and Almont bronze artist
James McCulloch.
Other artists featured in the
exhibit, which has been extended
into early April, include:
• Walter Piehl, Minot
• Kaye Burian, Manning
• Vern Erickson, Bismarck
• Butch Thunder Hawk, Bismarck
• Monte Yellow Bird, Rio Rancho
New Mexico
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• Michael Westergard,
Plentywood, Mont.
• Kalenze Kraft, Berthold
• Todd Clausnitzer, Bismarck
• Bob Scriver, Browning, Mont.
(deceased)
• Gary P. Miller, Mandan
(deceased)
• Katrina Case, Anamoose
• Linda Donlin, Bismarck
• Michael Haynes, Salida, Colo.
• Dotun Popoola, Nigeria
• Brian Borlaug, Mayer, Minn.
• Patrick Shannon, Vergas, Minn.
• Andy Knudson, Scandia, Minn.
“We’ve never featured so many
artists in one exhibition, although
all are perfect fits with our
western theme,” says gallery vice
president Marci Narum. “From
paintings to bronzes, these
talented artists offer a fascinating
view of the American West.”
The exhibition is made possible
by a generous gift from Clarice
and Reuben Liechty, Jamestown.
The nonprofit gallery is located
at 109 N. 4th street in Bismarck,
with additional galleries in
Medora and Fargo. The gallery is
open Monday through Saturday,
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and
by appointment. For more
information, go to
www.TheCapitalGallery.com or
call 701-751-1698. The gallery is
also on Facebook and Instagram,
and you can hear stories and
insights from some of the artists
by visiting the gallery’s YouTube
channel.

Photos by Jerry Anderson
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Photos by Jerry Anderson
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The Arts Know No Borders
T

he Capital Gallery represents
dozens of artists, many of whom
have multiple talents in the arts.
Linda Donlin of Bismarck is one.
A talented painter, Linda is also a
performing artist. She’s a member of
the Bismarck-Mandan Civic Chorus,
sings in the choir at Corpus Christi
Catholic Church, and has been active
in choral and theater arts throughout
her life.
“When I decided to follow my
passion for painting,” she says, “it
was only natural that my love for
music would shine through.”
The first pieces of Linda’s artwork
that sold through the Capital
Gallery were of the performing arts,
including a ballerina and four pieces
inspired by the Bismarck-Mandan
Symphony Orchestra.
In 2019, Minot State University
put out a call for women artists to
submit artwork based on the lyrics
of the classical choral piece, The
Magnificat by Bach and selected art
were shown during the performance.
“I had sung The Magnificat during
my first year in the Civic Chorus, so
I was familiar with it,” Linda says,
“I listened to the music, and the
painting just seemed to flow from
my heart onto the canvas.”
Linda’s church performs an annual
Christmas Cantata, and it just so

happened that Linda was chosen
to sing the soprano solo “Tell Out
My Soul” in 2019. When the choir
director saw Linda’s painting, she
asked that it be displayed during
the performance.
Shortly after, Linda posted “My
Soul Doth Magnify the Lord” on
her website and was pleasantly
surprised when two organizations
contacted her about the painting.
The Cherwell Choral Society in the
United Kingdom asked to use her
piece to market its performance
of The Magnificat in 2021, and
the Historic St. Peter Church in
Cleveland, Ohio, asked permission
to use the painting to visually
demonstrate the feast of the
Assumption of Mary. Both said they
found her artwork online.
“I Googled
‘Magnificat’ and
came across your
stunning image,”
said Ian Muddle,
Cherwell’s
director. “We are
very grateful that
you are allowing
us to use your
beautiful piece.”
Several pieces of Linda’s artwork
are available at The Capital Gallery
and The Capital Gallery West in
Medora.
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Wanna Hang
with Marci
and David?
By Marci Narum
and David Borlaug

A

s wonderful as original art looks displayed in our
galleries, the best way to determine how it will look in
your home is to see it there! Knowing that, we are happy
to bring art to you, hang it on your walls, and leave it
behind for you to decide how it works in your living
space.
Recently, we rented a U-Haul truck and delivered several
large pieces to a home south of Fargo. We returned a
week later after the clients had selected three pieces to
keep, and we brought the others back to Bismarck.
One of the pieces was a tall Red River Valley landscape,
which met the buyers’ desire to have a “statement
piece” at the entrance to their beautiful home. It would
not have been possible to determine it was the right
painting by looking at in our storage area. But seeing
it hanging on a wall that seemed constructed to be
adorned with it, they knew immediately they had made
the right decision.
And here is another story, told by Marci…
Recently a friend stopped by the gallery (it was her first
visit!), looking for something to buy for her husband
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who would be turning 90 later
that week. The copper and steel
work of Patrick Shannon caught
Mary Ann’s eye, and she chose a
large, beautiful landscape piece
with a variety of trees and a setting
moon. She said it was perfect,
as her husband, Kelly, grew up in
Minnesota surrounded by trees.
“Now, I just have to figure out how
to hang it,” Mary Ann said.
Excited, I told her that David and
I would LOVE to do it for her!
We delivered the artwork to their
lovely Bismarck home a few days
later, and after we finished hanging
the piece, we watched Kelly, one
day away from his 90th birthday,
beaming as he admired his gift. His
smile could not have been wider.
Kelly’s eyes glistened as he put his
arm around Mary Ann, kissed her,
and said, “Thank you, it’s beautiful,
just beautiful.”
Driving away from Mary Ann and
Kelly’s home, I was consumed with
joy.

“I knew I would enjoy
that,” I told David, my own
eyes glistening a bit, “I
didn’t expect it to be such
a wonderful experience
for myself. They were
both so happy. My cup is
overflowing.”

Mary Ann and Kelly Carlson with their
copper landscape artwork by Patrick
Shannon

much,” David replied.
I was already looking forward to
the next time. The opportunity
came three weeks later, when
Kelly bought an original painting
for Mary Ann’s birthday. David
and I delivered five pieces to their
home, where, one by one, David
hung them for the couple to see.
Mary Ann selected “The Scout,” by
Bismarck artist Vern Erickson.
Now, hanging with friends has a
new meaning for us. We’d love to
hang with you.

“Now you know why I love this so
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THANKS – TO YOU!
By Marci Narum, Vice President

W

e are grateful for every dollar we receive in support of our
mission, Celebrating History, Art, and Culture! Many longtime
and new supporters helped see us through 2020 by sharing their
financial gifts. To you, we are indebted.
To our friends who ensured our success through gifts which totaled
nearly $70,000: Starion Bank, North Dakota Council on the Arts, Sam
and Maryvonne McQuade, Sanford Health, Jeffrey Nelson, Bruce and
Julie Schwartz, and Greg and Vickie Batroot.
To recent sponsors of receptions and special events:
Plains Commerce Bank
Captain Jack’s Liquor Land
Clarice and Reuben Liechty
Dutch Mill Florist
To you who, once again (or for the first time) said yes to supporting
us by way of The Capital Gallery Society, our deepest gratitude! We
count on your faithful support. This annual giving opportunity has
been tweaked in 2021, with three suggested levels of giving, so that
when you send a gift of $250, $500, or $1,000 or more, we consider
you a Patron. With your annual gift, become a Patron and establish a
mutual commitment to delivering fine art programming.
Ready to become a Patron? Please use the tear-out form included in
this issue. Thank you!
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parties,
meetings,
receptions
CONTACT DAVID FOR EVENT VENUE
INFORMATION 701.751.1698
DAVID@THECAPITALGALLERY.COM
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North Dakota’s Full Service
Fine Art Gallery

HiathngUs!
W

You have found the perfect house, now let
David and Marci help yo umake it a
beautiful home with original ﬁne art.
We oﬀer complimentary professional
consultation and delivery service to your
home or oﬃce, and we love helping hang
your artwork!
A nonproﬁt retail gallery
Celebrating History, Art, & Culture!
Bismarck | Medora | Fargo
TheCapitalGallery.com
701-751-1698

April/May
Good Vibrations
Ellen Diederich & Medora Frei
June
School’s Out
Student Art Fair
July/August
Walkin’ on Sunshine
September/October
Bison Ballet
In Conjunction with the National Bison
Symposium
November/December
I’ll Be Home…
Design by Pat Smith, Interiors by France

Through April 3
Into the West

Ellen Diederich

You Won’t Want to
Miss a Thing…

Medora Frie

109 N 4th Street
Bismarck, ND 58501
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